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will, perhaps, find in you a woman with
whom I shall not be in love and in whom I
may have confidence. We shall probably
gain by better acquaintance. Still, do what
your elevated prudence advises.

VI.

Do you know that you are sometimes
very amiable ? I do not say this to send
you a reproach under a cold compliment;
but I should like to receive from you often
letters like your last one. Unfortunately,
you are not always in moods as charitable.
I did not answer sooner because your letter
was given to me only last night at my return
from a small excursion. I spent four days
in absolute solitude, without seeing a man,
much less a woman, for I do not call men
or women certain bipeds who are trained
to bring something to eat and to drink when
they receive the order to do so. I made,
during this retreat, the saddest reflections
on myself, on my future, on my friends.
If I had had the wit to wait for your letter
it would have given quite another turn tohose of
